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“By the end of Year 4, pupils should have memorised their 
multiplication tables up to and including the 12 multiplication 
table and show precision and fluency in their work…” National 
Curriculum 2014 



• Ensure children had strong and fluent knowledge of times tables up 
to 12 x 12. 

• Entering Years 5 and 6 - skills vital for mathematical progress ➡ SATs

• Rapid recall supports problem solving and fluency: 



1. Make It Fun with Games
Incorporate interactive games: Use card games, board 
games, or apps designed for times tables practice (e.g., 

Hit the Button or Times Tables Rock Stars).
DIY flashcards: Create simple flashcards for quick-fire 

quizzes.
Dice or spinner games: Roll two dice and multiply the 
numbers, or spin a wheel to practice a specific times 

table.

2. Use Real-Life Scenarios
Cooking and baking: Double or triple recipes using 

multiplication.
Shopping: Calculate total costs or work out "3 for the 

price of 2" deals.
Everyday counting: Count items in arrays (e.g., "How 

many eggs are in 3 cartons of 12?")

3. Build Confidence Gradually
Start with easier tables: Focus on 2s, 5s, and 10s before 

moving to trickier ones like 7s and 9s.
Break it down: Practice one table at a time, but revisit 

older ones for reinforcement.
Use patterns and tricks: Highlight patterns like the 9 

times table trick (e.g., digits add up to 9 in multiples of 9: 
9×2=18, 1+8=91

4. Use Songs and Rhymes
Find catchy multiplication songs on platforms like 

YouTube or Spotify to make learning engaging.
Create personalized rhymes or chants to remember tricky 

times tables.

5. Celebrate Progress and Effort
Set challenges: Track progress on a chart, offering 

rewards for milestones.
Praise improvement: Focus on effort and celebrate small 

wins, not just correct answers.
Involve the family: Have a mini-competition or let kids 

teach you times tables they’ve mastered.

With consistent and enjoyable practice, 
children can build strong multiplication 

skills and gain confidence in math!




